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guide to studying in
THE UNITED KINGDOM

    Why students choose to 
    study in the UK

Further education in the UK 
comprises over six hundred col-
leges and has some parallels with 
the community college network 
in the US and Canada in that 
it has strong links with industry 
and leans towards vocational, job-
based courses, English language 
programmes, adult education and 
access or foundation courses. 

This last category enables students 
to transfer from FE colleges into 
the university sector to complete a 
three-year degree course and there 
are well-developed links between 
the two to facilitate this process. 

It is also possible to study for two 
years at an FE college to gain a 
career-based qualification and then 
opt for a further one or two years 
study at university to complete a 
degree. 

Some FE colleges can offer degree 
and post graduate courses in areas 
of study in which they special-
ise and most are publicly funded 
although there is an independent 
sector. ➜ 

The UK HE system, (with the exception of Scotland which has a sepa-
rate structure), is easily understood and application straightforward. 
There are higher education institutions, mainly universities, and further 
education institutions which take students from the age of 16 but are 
linked into the university sector. 

   • Qualifications are of the 
highest standard, 
recognized and accepted 
around the world 

   • Degree courses last 
three years (not four as in 
many other countries), and 
master’s degree courses 
can take one year (not 
two), dramatically reducing 
costs

   • A vibrant student culture 
and multicultural society 
where international 
students feel welcome and 
comfortable

   • The right to work while on a 
student visa 
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Higher education is generally for post-18 years students and is made 
up of over ninety universities and more then fifty HE colleges. These 
institutions are the highest-level teaching and research establishments 
in the UK, offering a vast variety of courses leading to degrees or 
equivalent, postgraduate qualifications and MBAs. With a university 
system that can claim a pedigree up to nine hundred years old (Oxford 
university being the first university to be established in the English-
speaking world), there is fathomless depth of experience which contrib-
utes to the international prestige of the UK university system. Two 
notable characteristics of the UK system compared to most other 
countries are that degree and MA courses usually take three years and 
one year respectively to complete, and that the application process 
for undergraduate level courses is centralised which greatly simplifies 
the procedure. 

The shorter course lengths reflects the fact that students usually begin 
studying their chosen subject from the beginning rather than having to 
complete a foundation year. This in turn reflects the UK school system 
which involves study of a narrower range of subjects (typically 3 or 4) 
in the final two years. Some international students may be required to 
take an access course before they can begin their degree proper, but 
this will depend on their education history.

The application process for undergraduate students has to be chan-
nelled through UCAS (the University Central Admissions Service) which 
greatly simplifies the procedure since the same form is used for all 
of your target institutions. This saves an enormous amount of time 
and money when compared to the lengthy process involved in applying 
to each individual institution. For more details on this, look at our 
Application page in this edition.

For further informaton visit:

www.educationuk.org/
www.aimhigher.ac.uk/home/index.cfm

 Higher Education in Scotland

There are 21 universities and colleges of higher education in Scotland. 
However, the education system in Scotland is separate to the rest 
of the United Kingdom and is subject to distinct laws and practices. 
Students can choose from two levels of degree: the general degree, 
which takes three years to complete and the honours degree, which 
takes four years. 

For further information visit: www.educationukscotland.org

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/home/index.cfm
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Within further and higher education in the UK, International students 
are charged ‘overseas’ student rates which the universities and colleges 
set themselves. It is therefore necessary to check with each institution 
what their fees are.  The following is a guide to the average charges 
international students might expect to pay:

   DEGREE   POSTGRADUATE

ARTS   £6,250 to £7,650  £6,750 to £8,200

SCIENCE  £6,500 to £13,600  £6,500 to £13,600

MEDICINE  £6,960 to £18,000  £6,200 to £17,400

The average cost for a full-time MBA course is between £7,500 and 
£12,000, although in the more prestigious schools, the cost could rise 
to up to £20,000. 

One of the requirements of the immigration rules for students asking 
permission to enter the UK is that they can prove they have enough 
income to support themselves whilst they are studying in the UK.  
The amount that students will need in order to support themselves 
will depend on where they are studying and the lifestyle they adopt. 
For example, living costs in London the are much higher than in 
northern England.   As a rough guide, a student should allow £750 a 
month in London and £600 a month elsewhere. These figures cover 
accommodation, food, travel and general living expenses. The British 
Council has a helpful budget planner for students coming to study in the 
UK: www.educationuk.org/budgetplanner 

For students keen to study in the UK in need of additional financial 
assistance, there are a number of educational trusts and charities that 
may be able to offer additional financial help:

‘Sources of Funding for International Students’ booklet 
www.britishcouncil.org/learning-sources-of-funding-for-international-
students-2004.pdf

Educational Grants Advisory Service
www.egas-online.org/

International Education Financial Aid
www.IEFA.org

The British Council
www.britishcouncil.org

The Fulbright Commission
www.fulbright.co.uk 

COSTS
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NEW RULES ABOUT 
STUDENT SUPPORT FOR EU NATIONALS

Following case of Dany Bidar in the European Court of Justice in 
March 2005, the Department for Education and Skills (DfES) in 

the UK has changed its student support regulations.  Bidar, a French 
national resident in the UK, challenged the decision made refusing him a 
maintenance loan on the basis that he was not settled in the UK.
     European nationals and their children, who satisfy certain residence 
criteria in the UK, are now eligible for higher education maintenance 
support in England and Wales. This applies to full and part-time students 
for the academic year 2004/05 onwards.
     If a student is an EU national, or the child of an EU national, and they 
have lived in the UK and Islands (excluding temporary absences) for the 
three years before the start of their course, i.e. since 1 September 2002 
for a course starting on 1 September 2005, they may now be eligible for 
a student loan and any grants as well as tuition fee support.  

For full details of the new rules and how to apply, see the DfES website 
at: www.dfes.gov.uk/studentsupport/students/index.shtml

     The UK is a safe and friendly 
place to live and an excellent 
base for European travel during 
the vacations. Theatres, concerts 
and art galleries can be found in 
all large towns and cities; sport-
ing events take place most week-
ends; the huge selection of pubs 
and restaurants are the focal 
point for many people to relax.

International students 
contribute to the diverse and 

open society of the UK.  This 
cosmopolitan mix results in 
vibrant communities all over the 
country. Outside the cities you 
will find beautiful countryside, a 
wonderful coastline, mountains, 
rivers and lakes and picturesque 
villages. 
     UK popular culture is 
known and respected throughout 
the world and most international 
students will already be familiar 
with some of the music, film and 
television produced there, as well 
as its sporting achievements in 
soccer, rugby and cricket.

LIFE IN THE UK
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THE 
QUICK
REGIONAL
GUIDE

NORTHERN IRELAND

With Belfast as its capital city, Northern Ireland is 
a province of the UK in the north of the island 
of Ireland. Queen’s University, Belfast, is one of 
the most famous in the UK and the centre of a 
lively student scene. The countryside of Northern 
Ireland is very beautiful with a stunning coastline. 
The province has a lower cost of living than on the 
mainland and its people are friendly and welcoming.

ENGLAND

Large university towns in the north of England, such as Manchester, 
Liverpool, and Leeds have great facilities for students and a vibrant social 
scene. The countryside is spectacular with mountains, lakes and wild 
coastline. Although cooler than in the south, the climate remains moderate 
and the cost of living is lower.

Formerly the manufacturing heartland of the UK, there are a number of large 
cities in the midlands, such as Birmingham, Leicester and Coventry. The 
countryside is very beautiful, with canals and rivers and many picturesque 
small towns and villages.

The south of England is densely populated, and it tends to experience 
milder weather than in the north of the country. Towns along the south coast 
such as Brighton and Plymouth cater for the tourist industry and for the 
many language students undertaking courses to improve their English.  

London, the capital, is the largest city in the UK with over seven million 
people and a centre of incredible cultural diversity. In the southeast of the 
UK are the beautiful counties of Cornwall and Devon, popular locations for 
British people to take their vacations.

 1.5

SCOTLAND

Glasgow and Edinburgh are large, vibrant university 
towns with a multi-cultural feel and a fantastic arts 
scene.  The west coast is undeniably beautiful and 
the numerous islands around Scotland famous for 
their traditional life-styles and amazing wildlife.

WALES

Wales is a country in its own right with its own 
language. The two biggest cities are Swansea and 
Cardiff, the capital, and both are university towns 
with a buzzing student life. Wales is famous for its 
mountains and valleys and is a fantastic country for 
walking and climbing. 



The University of East London (UEL) is a dynamic, 
innovative university situated close to the heart of 
the city of London. Officially ranked as one of the 
UK’s top five modern universities, we have built 
an impressive reputation for both teaching and 
research across our wide range of undergraduate 
and postgraduate programmes. Add to that the 
attractions of living and studying in one of the 
most exciting and diverse cities in the world and 
UEL really is a great place to study in the UK.

UEL is a truly international university with students 
from around 120 countries studying here. Of the 
18,000 students at UEL we are pleased to welcome 
more than 4,000 from other parts of Europe and 
beyond. From Africa to Cyprus, China to Nepal, 
New Zealand to Zambia, wherever students are 
from they are likely to meet others from their 
home country at UEL.

Our campuses 

We are based on three campuses, each in 
distinctive locations throughout East London. All 
are within easy reach of each other, and are no 
more than 30 minutes from central London.

All of our campuses offer impressive teaching and 
learning facilities, including:

• state-of-the-art, fully networked, 
multimedia Learning Resource Centres with 
24-hour opening 

• purpose-built lecture theatres, studios, 
workshops and laboratories 

• modern, comfortable, affordable 
accommodation, most offering free 
Internet access 

• a wide range of catering facilities and bars 
• access to sports & leisure facilities, shops 

and entertainment 
• health centres

KEY FACTS

Flexible Entry ✓

Guaranteed 
accommodation ✓

International 
student base  10%

Average class size  
15-30

STUDY 
OPPORTUNITIES

ESL  ✓

Pre-university  ✓

Degree  ✓

Postgraduate  ✓

COSTS

Undergraduate 
from £7,400

Postgraduate 
from £7,650

CONTACT

University of East 
London
Longbridge Road
Dagenham
Essex
RM8 2AS

Email: 
international@uel.ac.uk 

Tel: 
+ 00 44 20 8223 2805 
Fax: 
+ 00 44 20 8590 9203

University of
East London



Flexible choices

Our programmes are designed to offer students real 
flexibility to meet their needs. All our programmes 
are modular in design, giving students wide choice 
in the areas they can study. Programmes can be 
studied full or part-time, and many offer alternative 
start dates (usually in February) in addition to the 
traditional September start dates. 

Programmes

UEL offers a wide range of programmes at 
both undergraduate and postgraduate level:  At 
undergraduate level: single honors programmes, 
minor/ major combinations, joint combinations and 
extended degree programmes.  

At postgraduate level: diploma, postgraduate 
diploma, masters programmes, taught doctorates 
and research degrees.

English Language Requirements 

Students need to have a reasonable level of 
proficiency in the English language, both at 
undergraduate and postgraduate level. 

They need to have achieved either IELTS 6.0 (British 
standard) or TOEFL 550 (American standard). 
Students can sit for the IELTS test at any British 
Council office (these are located around the world). 

If students do not meet these requirements, they 
can join UEL’s Pre-sessional English course, which 
runs from April until September every year. 

If students pass the course satisfactorily, they will 
then be permitted to join the course they apply for. 

For further information visit: 
www.uel.ac.uk/int-office/internationaloffice_english2.htm

COURSE AREAS
• Architecture & 

Visual Arts

• Computing & 
Technology

• Business

• Education

• Health &  
Bioscience

• Law

• Psychology

• Social Sciences

• Media & Cultural 
Studies

FOCUS ON

• Combined honors

• Flexible learning

• Work-based 
learning

• WebCT learning

LOCATION

WEB

www.uel.ac.uk

✭
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APPLYING TO STUDY 
IN THE UK
Students planning to study full time at undergraduate level in the 
UK, will almost certainly need to apply through the Universities and 
Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS).  Postgraduate students generally 
make applications for study directly through the university or college 
concerned.

There are three ways of applying to UCAS:
 1. by completing the paper application form
 2. by using ‘apply’ the UCAS web-based application system
 3. by using EAS, the UCAS electronic application system which 
     is supplied on a CD

For further details of each of these methods, and for more information 
on what happens after applications have been submitted, have a look 
at UKCOSA’s ‘Applying to Study through UCAS.’ 
www.ukcosa.org.uk/images/ucas.pdf

UCAS application packs can be ordered online at: 
www.ucas.com/packreq/index.html and students can also request 
application forms and guides from:

 UCAS Distribution Team 
 PO Box 130, Cheltenham
 Gloucestershire, GL52 3ZF
 UK
 E-mail: enq@ucas.ac.uk 
 Tel:  +44 (0) 870 1122200

UCAS has recently been made aware of a number of emails being 
circulated to international students offering the opportunity to live, 
study and work in the UK.   The organization running this scheme is 
charging £850 to unsuspecting students.

Such emails have not originated from UCAS and should be regarded 
as potentially fraudulent.   UCAS take applications from students, 
irrespective of their country of origin, for a set fee of £5 for 
one application or £15 for up to six applications.  Should a 
student that you know have received an e-mail supposedly coming 
from UCAS, please advice them not to respond and to contact 
communications@ucas.ac.uk
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The National Academic Recognition Information Centre can help 
you check how local qualifications compare with those awarded in the 
UK: www.naric.org.uk

The British Council runs an advisory service covering choices of 
course and institution and other information relevant to international 
students.  

Their website also has contact details for local British Council Offices 
www.britishcouncil.org



The University is a popular place for international 
students, currently there are about 2800 students 
from more than 80 different countries.  

We offer Undergraduate and Postgraduate study 
opportunities via our Schools of study.
 
Key reasons for choosing the University of 
Hertfordshire

• UH offers the best of all worlds - 
countryside campuses  within 30 minutes of 
central London 

• UH is a lively modern university offering 
challenging and satisfying courses, with a 
reputation for academic excellence 

• All campuses (Hatfield, de Havilland and 
St. Albans) are quiet , pleasant and safe, 
offering students first rate, well-equipped 
learning resources centres, laboratories, 
studios and classrooms 

• The University of Hertfordshire is a leading 
new university in the United Kingdom, 
regularly featuring in “Good University 
Guide” listings published annually by the 
“Financial Times” newspaper. 

• The variety and flexibility of our 
programmes of study, our accessibility, 
friendliness and good graduate 
employments records are all second to 
none. 

• Specialist services for International 
Students 

• Excellent reputation for research, 
recognised by high rating in the UK 
Research Assessment Exercise 

• University’s own bus service allows 
economic travel in Hertfordshire and North 
London

KEY FACTS

Guaranteed 
accommodation ✓

Scholarships available ✓

Orientation programme ✓

International Society ✓

STUDY 
OPPORTUNITIES

ESL  ✓

Pre-university  ✓

Degree  ✓

Postgraduate  ✓

COSTS

Undergraduate 
from £8,700

Postgraduate 
from £9,500

CONTACT

University of Hertfordshire
College Lane
Hatfield
Herts
AL10 9AB

Email: 
international@herts.ac.uk 

Tel: 
+ 00 44 1707 284 000
Fax:
+ 00 44 1707284 738



General entry requirements

To enter an undergraduate degree programme 
(BA, BSc., BEng.,) students must normally have 
completed 12 years of school education and passed 
a school leaving certificate equivalent to A’ Levels 
in the UK.  

Additionally, they must satisfy the English 
Language requirement of the University.

For postgraduate study (Masters and 
Doctorates) the normal minimum requirement is a 
good honours degree and the necessary level of 
English. 

For postgraduate taught courses or research, 
students should use a postgraduate application 
form and return it to the University Admissions 
Office.

Should students English or their qualifications not 
be at the required level, they may be eligible to 
apply for the International Bridging Programme for 
Postgraduate Study 

English Language Requirements 

If students are applying  to come to the University 
of Hertfordshire, they will be accepted if they have, 
as well as the necessary academic qualifications, a 
level of English that will give  them best possible 
chance of being successful in their studies.

The level required for undergraduate study is 
normally TOEFL 550/ IELTS 6.0

The level for postgraduate study varies from 
course to course, reflecting the language demands 
made by the discipline.  Students should enquire 
about the IELTS/TOEFL requirement for the course 
they are interested in.

If they have not taken TOEFL/IELTS, the University  
has its own UH English Test that they can take in 
many of our agents’ offices all over the world.  

COURSE AREAS

• Aerospace, 
Automotive and 
Design Engineering 

• Art and Design
• Business
• Combined Studies
• Computer Science
• Continuing and 

Professional 
Development (Health 
and Human Sciences)

• Education
• Electronic, 

Communication and 
Electrical Engineering

• Humanities 
• Law
• Life Sciences
• Music
• Nursing and Midwifery
• Paramedic Sciences, 

Physiotherapy and 
Radiography

• Pharmacy
• Physics, Astronomy 

and Mathematics
• Psychology 
• Social, Health and 

Community Studies

LOCATION

WEB

www.herts.ac.uk

✭



WORKING
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Students with a full student visa are permitted to work in the UK 
on a casual basis for up to 20 hours a week during course time, 
and full time during vacations. This earning potential makes it much 
more affordable for students who need to fund part of their studies 
through work. 

Short-term students (courses of 6 months or less) 

Students on courses of 6 months or less will have a visa stamp 
that ‘prohibits’ them from working during their stay unless they have 
specifically asked for restrictions on working. 

It is very important that students prohibited from working do not try 
to work, as the consequences can be very serious. It is sometimes 
possible to get a prohibition on working lifted to a restriction on 
working.  The student should seek advice from an adviser at their 
UK University about this.

Long-term students (courses more than 6 months) 

Students with leave to stay in the UK for a minimum of 6 months 
should be able to work with certain restrictions.  Students must not 
work if their visa or passport is stamped ‘no work’ or employment 
prohibited’ or that they must ‘not  engage in employment.’

  If students meet the  
  conditions, they may:

 ü  work in their spare time  
      while studying, and full time  
      during university vacations 

 ü  take a work placement with 
      an employer (if they are on  
      sandwich course) 

 ü  take an internship 
      placement with an employer.

  Students may not:

 û  work for more than 20 hours  
      per week during term time

 û  engage in business,  
      self-employment or provide 
      services as a professional 
      sportsperson or entertainer. 

 û  pursue a career by filling 
      a permanent  full - time  
      vacancy.
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Staying in the UK to work on completion of studies

For an overview of immigration rules that allow international students 
to stay in the UK after completing their course, have a look at 
UKCOSA’s ‘Working in the UK after your studies’: 
www.ukcosa.org.uk/images/workafter.pdf

Staying on in Scotland

From summer 2005, the Scottish government and the Home Office 
are planning to introduce the ‘Fresh Talent: Working in Scotland 
Scheme,’ an opportunity for international students to live and work in 
Scotland after graduation.  For further information visit 
www.ukcosa.org.uk/images/working_in_scotland.pdf

Science and Engineering Graduates Scheme (SEGS)

In October 2004, The Home Office announced a scheme allowing 
international students who have been awarded a 2.2 or higher on 
certain physical science, mathematics and engineering courses to 
apply to stay in the UK to work after graduation.   For more 
information about SEGS,  visit www.workingintheuk.gov.uk/ Follow 
the links to schemes and programmes.



Before making an application for a study visa to the UK, students will 
need to identify if they are:

• a ‘visa national’ or 
• a ‘specified (phase 1) national’ or 
• a ‘phase 2 national’

You can find this out by using the form on the British immigration 
authorities’ website: www.ukvisas.gov.uk - click on “Do I need a 
visa?”

Students will need to make sure that they meet the requirements of 
the immigration rules for students seeking permission to enter the 
UK, and be able to supply the documents needed as evidence.  

For further information have a look at UKCOSA’s ‘I am coming to the 
UK to start my studies. What do I need to do about immigration?’ 
www.ukcosa.org.uk/images/before_leaving.pdf

Since 1st January 2005, visas, entry clearance and leave to remain 
are granted only for study at institutions which are listed in the 
Register of Education and Training Providers, compiled by the UK 
Government.  

Before making an immigration application, students will need to check 
whether the institution they want to attend is in the Register. If 
not, their application will be refused.  For more information visit 
www.dfes.gov.uk/providersregister

From 13 November 2005, if a student is coming to the UK for more 
than six months, and they do not already have permission to be in 
the UK, they must obtain entry clearance (a visa) before leaving their 
country of residence. 

This applies to students of all nationalities, except: 

• British nationals without the right of abode in the UK, eg 
British Nationals (Overseas) 

• European Economic Area and Swiss nationals
• people who are exempt from immigration control, eg diplomats 

and members of the armed forces.

IMMIGRATION
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For details of the new entry clearance requirements, and transitional 
provisions that will apply until 13 January 2006, see the website of UK 
Visas  www.ukvisas.gov.uk 

Regular changes are made to the immigration rules, so it advisable 
to check regularly with the Home Office’s Immigration and Nationality 
Directorate www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/content/ind/en/home.html
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     USEFUL WEBSITES FOR STUDYING IN THE UK

British Council   
www.britishcouncil.org/

Department for Education and Skills (DfES)
www.dfes.gov.uk

Immigration Advisory Service
www.iasuk.org

Information about working in the UK (DfES)
www.dfes.gov.uk/international-students/workleaflet.pdf

Office of the Immigration Services Commissioner  
www.oisc.gov.uk

The Council for International Education (UKCOSA)
www.ukcosa.org.uk

Working During Studies (UKCOSA)
www.ukcosa.org.uk/images/workduring.pdf 


